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Vote for Ohio Kids Campaign Announces Leadership Forum Speaker: 

Maxine Clark, Founder of Build-A-Bear Workshop 

 

Columbus, Ohio: Today the Vote for Ohio Kids campaign announced one of the featured speakers for its 

September 27 Vote for Ohio Kids Leadership Forum at the Greater Columbus Convention Center.  

Maxine Clark, Founder and former Chief Executive Bear at Build-A-Bear Workshop and now CEO of the 

Clark-Family Foundation will be featured as the event’s morning plenary speaker.  As a member of 

ReadyNation, Ms. Clark has been one of the country’s most engaged business executives on the issue of 

early childhood education.  She brings to Ohio both her vast knowledge of early childhood development 

and her strong understanding of how investing in quality programs early can have a substantial long-term 

impact on our workforce and economy. 

“As a leader in the business community and a lifelong child advocate, Maxine Clark’s experience and 

passions align perfectly with the Vote for Ohio Kids campaign,” said Shannon Jones, Executive Director 

of Groundwork Ohio and founding partner of the Vote for Ohio Kids Campaign. “We are excited for her 

to share her knowledge and insights with early childhood advocates, business leaders, and the 

gubernatorial candidates at our Leadership Forum in September.” 

On behalf of the growing Vote for Ohio Kids coalition, more than 50 Ohio business leaders from around 

Ohio invited both gubernatorial nominees to attend the Leadership Forum and share their plans for 

making Ohio kids a top priority. More details on this high-profile event can be found here.  

“The Vote for Ohio Kids Leadership Forum is shaping up to be an outstanding educational opportunity 

for everyone who cares about Ohio’s most vulnerable children,” added Nick Lashutka, President and 

CEO of the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association and co-chair of the Vote for Ohio Kids campaign. “We 

hope we can count on the gubernatorial candidates to attend this important event and share with us their 

visions for investing in Ohio’s children.” 

 

# # # 

About Maxine Clark  

Maxine Clark is considered a true innovator by her peers in the retail industry. She has been 

applauded for her ability to spot emerging retail and merchandising trends and her insight into the 

desires of the American consumer, generating growth for retail leaders, including department store, 

discount and specialty stores. In 1997, she founded Build-A-Bear Workshop, which has expanded to 

more than 400 locations worldwide since its beginning. Clark stepped down from her position at Build-
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A-Bear in 2013 to dedicate more time to supporting kids through improved accessibility and increased 

quality of educational experiences.   

About Vote for Ohio’s Kids 

Vote for Ohio’s Kids is a statewide effort dedicated to ensuring all 2018 gubernatorial candidates 

commit to making early care and education a top priority. The initiative is led jointly by Groundwork 

Ohio and the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association in partnership with business, healthcare, and early 

education leaders as well as child advocates from around the state. To learn more about Vote for Ohio 

Kids, visit www.VoteforOhioKids.org or follow us on Twitter and Facebook @Vote4OhioKids. 

 

 

About the Founders 

Groundwork Ohio is a committed, nonpartisan advocacy organization formed in 2004 that believes 

quality early learning and development is the most transformative strategy to improve school outcomes, 

increase the life-long success of Ohio’s children, and lay a strong foundation for economic prosperity 

in the state of Ohio.  To learn more about Groundwork Ohio visit www.GroundworkOhio.org and 

follow us on Twitter and Facebook @GroundworkOhio. 

 
The Ohio Children’s Hospital Association is the voice of Ohio’s youngest patients, their families and 

health care providers. Our six member hospitals and their nearly 40,000 employees are dedicated to 

saving, protecting and enhancing children’s lives. Nothing matters more to the future of our state, 

nation and world than protecting the health and well-being of our children. Sustaining and growing 

Ohio’s investment in saving, protecting and enhancing the lives of children is both good medicine and 

sound public policy.  To learn more about the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association, visit 

www.ohiochildrenshospitals.org and follow us on Twitter @OhioChildHosp and Facebook 

@OhioChildrensHospitals.  
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